Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 COPENH 00397 041648Z 

21 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 

USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 CPR-01 SSC-01 /032 W 

047250 

R 041602Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2180 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COPENHAGEN 0397 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINR, DA 

SUB J : SOLVHOI NAMED COURT CHAMBERLAIN HANS 

SUMMARY: THE QUEEN HAS NAMED HANS SOLVHOJ COURT CHAMBERLAIN 
TO REPLACE COUNT KNUTH-WINTERFELDTS WHO IS TO RETIRE SEPTEMBER 30. 
SOLVHOJ IS THE FIRST SOCIAL DEMOCRAT TO OCCUPY THE HIGH ROYAL POST. 
END SUMMARY. 

1) HANS SOLVHOJ, PRESENTLY GENERAL DIRECTOR OF DENAMARK'S RADIO, 
WAS NAMED COURT CHAMBERLAIN FEBRUARY 2. SOLVHOJ, 56 YEARS OF 
AGE, HAS HELD HIS PRESENT POST 15 YEARS. A SOCIAL DEMOCRAT 
(RIGHT WING) AND COMMONER, HE HAS BEEN MINISTER FOR CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS AND MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO (DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER) 

IN EARLIER SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS AND IS THE FIRST SOCIAL 
DEMOCRAT TO BE NAMED TO THIS POSITION. NORMALLY RESERVED FOR 
MEMBERS OF THE ARISTOCRACY. HE REPLACES COUNT KNUTH- 
WINTERFELDTS, WHO WILL NOT RETIRE FOR ANOTHER EIGHT MONTHS. 

2) PRESS COMMENT HAS CENTERED ON THE QUEEN'S EFFORTS TO 
MODERNIZE THE MONARCHY AND PRAISED SOLVHOJ'S APPOINTMENT 
AS A STEP IN THAT DIRECTRION. THERE HAS BEEN SOME SPECULATION 
REGARDING THE TIMING OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT; THE DANISH NATIONAL 
RADIO IS CURRENTLY THE SUBJECT OF A NATIONAL DEBATE REGARDING 
THE POLITICAL TILT IT SHOULD HAVE, IF ANY. SO EARLY AN ANNOUNCE- 
MENT OF SOLVHOJ’S DEPARTURE INSURES A VIGOROUS DEBATE ABOUT 
WHO HIS SUCCESSOR SHALL BE. SOLVHOJ HIMSELF HAS BEEN 
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IMPORTANT MEDIA ELEMENT. 

3) COMMENT: THE POST SOLVHOJ WILL OCCUPY IS OF IMPORTANCE 
TO US INTERESTS. HE IS WELL AND FAVORABLY KNOWN TO THE 
EMBASSY AND FRIENDLY TO THE US. 

DEAN 
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